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  Special Dates 

March 2- Vol Mtg 

March 18—
Community 
Resource Fair—
ALE 6-8pm 

March 19—Comm. 
Resource Fair—
WWR 6-8pm 

April 1-6 –
Pinwheel gardens 

April 19 - Spring 
Fashion Show  

Current Needs    

 33 gal. strong 
trash bags 

 Laundry 
detergent 

 All-purpose liquid 
cleaner (like 
PineSol)   

Do you cringe when you hear the words “legislation”, “bill”, or even 

“government”?  Ok, probably not our most riveting topic, but what happens in 

Richmond and Washington hugely impact our work here at Response. In Virginia, 

February and March are the months when bills that have been proposed in one 

legislative house “cross over” to the other body for consideration. So at this 

point, each house is only considering legislation sent to them by the other house 

and no new bills may be introduced.  

 

Let’s take a look at which bills in our state legislature have crossed over that 

might have an impact on our clients: 

 Investing in sexual and domestic violence prevention - Given the limited 

amount of federal funding available, only 16 out of Virginia’s 65 DV/SA 

agencies currently engage in effective prevention work in their communities. 

HB1015 and SB 297 request a budget of $5 million in initial funding to 

establish the Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Prevention Fund, which 

will authorize dedicated staff and grant programs for prevention 

programming.  

 Preventing IPV homicide - Recent data indicates that 64% of all IPV homicide 

victims were killed with a firearm.  SB 479 and HB 1004 are bills that would 

adopt uniform court processes in cases of final family abuse protective 

orders where the respondent is prohibited from purchasing, possessing, or 

transporting firearms. They would require the establishment of a mechanism 

to certify that these respondents have relinquished access to firearms.  

 Statewide Hope Card Access - The Hope Card is a pocket-sized card that 

contains all of the information on a non-temporary civil protection order, so 

that it is easily available for law enforcement and other agencies to ensure 

the safety of its holder. HB 498 and SB 534 seek to establish a statewide 

program and to fund the implementation of the Hope Card program in all trial 

courts statewide.  

 Expanding Access to Forensic Nurse Exams - Shenandoah County does not 

have medical staff who can perform a forensic exam in the case of sexual 

assault. HB 806 and HB 808 establishes a task force to support the 

expansion of forensic nursing and trauma informed medical care throughout 

the state. The bills also eliminate the requirement for a survivor to report an 

assault to law enforcement or undergo a PERK exam to be eligible for 

compensation through the Criminal Injuries Compensation Fund.  

 Housing Protection for IPV Survivors - Because of the power and control 

dynamics in abusive relationships, survivors are often denied access to 

affordable housing due to poor credit and rental histories or lack of 

employment. HB 99 extends housing protections to victims of family abuse 

by preventing landlords from denying housing based on credit history or their 

status as a victim of family abuse.  

 

As you can see from this, our clients depend on us to support legislation each 

year to improve their chances of safety and independence.   
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Survivor Story 
Halle Berry  

We know Halle Berry as the beautiful, poised, self-confident actress who, in 

2001, became the only woman of African American descent to win an Academy 

Award for Best Actress for her portrayal in Monster’s Ball.  Or perhaps we 

remember her 1986 first-runner-up crown in the Miss USA contest. Or maybe for 

her roles in X-Men, or the more recent film, Kidnap. 

What we might not know is that Berry is a survivor of domestic violence, both in 

her childhood home and as an adult. As a child, Berry witnessed her mother 

being beaten, the victim of horrific domestic violence.  She recalls seeing her mother being “kicked 

downstairs” and hit in the head with a wine bottle by Berry’s father.  

Berry believes that the helplessness of witnessing those experiences damaged her self-esteem, and 

that she has spent her adult life trying to deal with that. As an adult, Berry feels that she has made 

unwise choices as far as the men she has dated, often choosing men who were very similar to her 

father. It was one of those partners who hit her so hard that her eardrum ruptured, resulting in Berry 

suffering significant hearing loss.  

Because of her experiences with domestic violence, Berry has become an important advocate for 

survivors; for almost 20 years Berry has volunteered with the Jenesse Center, a domestic violence 

prevention center and shelter in Los Angeles. She spends time interacting with the women and 

children there, and feels that her involvement has helped with her own healing process. She also 

has begun the “What a Little Love Can Do” project through the center, which aims to remodel living 

spaces for survivors, so that they have a safe, warm, and beautiful space in which to  find their worth 

and begin to dream the dream for themselves. She wants to help women “feel rejuvenated...hugged 

and loved...So they can see what life can be like so that they can dream of a better future.”   

Thank you to Halle Berry for being such a wonderful advocate to other survivors!   

Around the Shelter  

Take a peek at some of the welcoming, encouraging, empowering displays that 

we see around the shelter. We know how difficult it is to not be in your own home, 

and residing in communal living spaces. We try to 

provide some little touches that help our clients to 

grow and to feel at home.  
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SAAM and CAPM 

Recap of Events 

April is one of our busiest months here at Response, as we recognize Sexual Assault 

Awareness Month and Child Abuse Prevention Month.  

 

We will “plant” pinwheel gardens in several towns, and will be hosting a movie in Woodstock 

on April 5th in recognition of CAPM. The Chamber of Commerce window in Woodstock will 

be decorated for SAAM throughout the month of April. Come check it out!  

  

We are working on increasing publicity for these special events, so listen for radio spots, 

check out the newspaper for articles, and watch for emails inviting you to participate in 

events!   

TDVAM—Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month  

As you may remember, February was 

TDVAM. In recognition of “Wear Orange 

Day”, staff sported our “Ask Me Why I’m 

Wearing Orange” t-shirts as a way to spread 

awareness of teen dating violence.  

In addition, the TAB club at Central High 

School is in the process of making their restrooms a more inspiring 

place! The club members are painting the walls, and writing inspirational 

and educational quotes in an effort to open up conversations about 

dating violence and healthy relationships. Check back next month for 

pictures of the final project!  

Upcoming Events 

Spring Fashion Show 

It’s coming up soon— our 20th Annual Spring Fashion Show!  

This year’s event has a new twist; we are focusing on 

sustainability, as all of our models will be sporting fashions that 

can be found in thrift stores and boutiques! Come on out and 

learn how you can dress for less and accessorize for a song.  

Tickets are $35 in advance and include light refreshments and 

punch, the opportunity to be the recipient of some great 

giveaways, and of course, the fun of seeing creative fashions. 

Wine is available for purchase, and raffle baskets and silent 

auction items will be available as well.    

Let’s spread the word about this delightful fundraiser, and see 

if we can fill the hall on April 19th!  

Please call our office if you would like tickets, or are able to 

hang a few flyers in visible locations—459-5599.  


