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  Special Dates 

Feb 3 - Vol Mtg 

February - Teen 
Dating Violence 
Awareness Month  

April 19 - Spring 
Fashion Show  

Current Needs    

 33 gal. strong 
trash bags 

 Bath towels 

 Laundry 
detergent 

 All-purpose 
liquid cleaner  

Let’s continue the conversation about this most serious and prevalent crime, 

human trafficking.  As we learned in last month’s newsletter, human trafficking 

can encompass many different situations, but always involves force, fraud, or 

coercion. It may take the form of sex trafficking or labor trafficking. Although 

trafficking statistics are very difficult to measure, the National Human 

Trafficking Hotline reports that in 2018 it handled over 10,000 cases involving 

over 23,000 survivors.  

 

We usually hear that “It can happen to anyone.” While this is true to some 

extent,  there are some segments of the population who are much more likely 

to be victims than others. The LGBTQ community and people of color, who are 

already marginalized, are more likely to be taken advantage of because the 

discrimination and oppression that they face in society makes them more 

vulnerable. Those with mental health concerns or substance use, runaways, 

homeless youth or those involved with the welfare system are also more 

vulnerable to the lures of traffickers. Undocumented immigrants, folks with a 

history of domestic or sexual violence, and people in great economic need are 

all at greater risk for trafficking.  

 

In addition, there are specific signs that might indicate involvement with 

trafficking: living at the place of employment, having limited freedom of 

movement, being afraid to talk about their situation, receiving very little pay, 

having signs of physical or sexual abuse, working excessively long hours, having 

little contact with family, or being distrustful of authorities.  

 

While these signs could be indicative of other situations as well, it’s good to 

keep in mind that human trafficking does exist in our community. What can you 

do about it? Educating yourself, spreading awareness about trafficking, offering 

your time or monetary donations to organizations providing services to victims, 

encouraging our state and national politicians to fund programs that address 

trafficking, and educating children about how to protect themselves online are 

all things we can do in general to help. 

 

If you suspect that someone is being trafficked, there are some more specific 

steps you can take: reach out to the person, listen without judgement to 

whatever they are willing to share, suggest a safety plan, or call local law 

enforcement or the National Human Trafficking Hotline—1-888-373-7888.    

Human trafficking is real and it is here, hidden in plain sight.  

 

For much more information, statistics, etc., please visit 
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/states  or https://polarisproject.org/human-

trafficking/  

https://humantraffickinghotline.org/states
https://polarisproject.org/human-trafficking/
https://polarisproject.org/human-trafficking/
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Survivor Story 
Jessika 

Meet Jessika, who is a survivor of human trafficking, and more specifically, 

sex trafficking. In 2010, Jessika was a 15 year old honor student from a loving 

home near Seattle, who was very involved with normal teenage activities. For 

a myriad of reasons, Jessika decided to leave home to escape what she 

perceived as overwhelming pressures.  

 

With no experience about how to navigate the city of Seattle, she ended up in 

a homeless shelter where she was befriended by more worldly teens who introduced her to the 32 

year old man, Baruti Hopson, who would become her pimp. Hopson advertised on a site called 

“Backpage.com” which specialized in advertising underage girls for sex. Jessika was forced to have 

sex with over 150 men during the 108 days that she was with Hopson.  

 

Jessika recounts how this man convinced her that her parents would not want her back, and she 

began to feel that maybe this was the type of life that she was destined to live. Meanwhile, her 

parents were constantly searching for her, with the help of law enforcement. Due to the diligence of 

several police officers, Jessika was finally rescued and returned to her home after a months-long 

nightmare.  

 

One of the positive things to come out of this horrific experience is that Nakole, Jessika’s mother, 

has continued to pursue justice for her daughter through legal and legislative means, and has 

achieved that justice! The trafficker and one of the johns who “purchased” Jessika are both currently 

serving time in prison. Also, in an amazing battle, Backpage.com was finally shut down after years of 

operating under the protection of the First Amendment. Two top executives have been convicted of 

charges related to prostitution and money  laundering, and six others affiliated with the site face trial 

later this year. In addition, a bill to reduce legal protections for websites that enable sex trafficking 

was signed into law in 2018. 

 

Thank you to this brave young woman for coming forth with her story.   

Recap of Events 

Around the Shelter  

Can you tell that organizing is a passion 

for some of us here at Response? Our 

latest storage improvement is a sturdy 

set of shelves in our large basement 

room.   

 

Thanks to Andy, our handyman, we now 

have a clean, dry space to store 

household goods that are used for 

clients who are moving to their own place. We also keep shoes, a stash of toys that we have 

available for children’s birthdays, and other goodies down there, so keeping organized is a must!  
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Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month  

Recap of Events 

Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month, (TDVAM), celebrates its 10th 

anniversary this year!  February is the month when we promote awareness about teen dating 

abuse, and focus on healthy relationships as a path to prevention.   

 

Teens face unique challenges with dating violence: they may not feel comfortable talking with 

an adult about their personal experiences; they often attend the same school as their abuser, 

making it difficult to avoid them; teens don’t have a lot of experience with dating in general, 

and may not have many good role models to base their relationships on.  

 

Two websites, loveisrespect.org and breakthecycle.org have lots of resources for supporting 

young people as they navigate the dating world.  Check them out!  

Benefits of Outreach 

Does this little guy look familiar?  It’s one of our best swag items yet, (IMHO)!  There is a little 

story to back this up: We recently had a new client who contacted Response in order to get 

help for a volatile situation. She was not able to access normal means to get our contact 

information, and then, as she was watching one of the holiday parades, Response came along 

with our emery boards and whistles.  She was able to slip the emery board in her pocket, 

which gave her access to our hotline number, enabling her to get the help she needed.  

 

If you ever wonder if all of the outreach efforts are worth 

it, remember this story! We have no idea how many 

other folks who might need our services are being 

reached through one little emery board, whistle, chap 

stick, or Facebook post. Thank you to all of our 

volunteers who help our clients by spreading the word 

to our community!  

Upcoming Events 

Spring Fashion Show 

Details are still being worked out, but what we do know is that the 

Spring Fashion Show will be a wonderful event! This is just a 

reminder to save the date of Sunday, April 19, 2020 for our Spring 

Fashion Show!  

 

This year’s fashion show will be held at the Conicville fire hall from 2-

4 pm. Tickets are $35 for individuals; the cost will include the show, 

light refreshments, and lots of fun! There will be wine and raffle 

tickets to purchase as well. April is approaching faster than we might 

realize, so put the date on your calendar right now, while you’re 

thinking about it, and spread the word about this fun fundraiser!  


