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  Special Dates 

Aug 6—National 
Night Out—Mt. 
Jackson, Strasburg 
and New Market  

Oct 12 –
Celebration of 
Hope –6:30-
10:00pm 

Current Needs    

 New pillows 

 Liquid hand soap 

 Hair conditioner  

 Baby monitors 

 Dryer sheets 

It seems that lately there have been numerous reports 

about the backlog of rape kits nationwide. What exactly 

does this mean and what are the ramifications?  

First of all, let’s look at some background information. A 

rape kit can be known by many different acronyms, (PERK, 

SAK, SAFE, etc.), but in general it refers to the package of 

items used by medical personnel to gather evidence 

following an allegation of sexual assault. Once the evidence 

is gathered, the sealed and labeled kit is turned over to law enforcement where it is 

either stored or sent to a lab for testing. If the victim wants to proceed with 

prosecuting the assailant, the kit should be sent on to the lab; otherwise it can 

remain at the police department for a length of time that is dependent on the 

jurisdiction. Victims of sexual assault are not required to report the crime in order to 

have a rape kit performed; in that case the kit is preserved in the event that the 

victim decides to report to law enforcement at a later time. 

Sounds like a good system, right? And it is, except for the backlog problem. Currently 

there are hundreds of thousands of untested kits sitting in police departments and 

crime labs; and each of those untested kits represents a lost opportunity to bring 

justice and safety to a survivor. Keep in mind that this number is only an estimate 

since there is no federal mandate for tracking rape kits.   

So why is there such a backlog problem? There are two parts to this problem. The 

first part happens when law enforcement collects the kit, but does not send it on to 

the lab for processing. In next month’s newsletter we will explore the reasons that 

this might happen.   

The second part happens at the labs themselves. Due to improved technology and 

demand for DNA testing, the resources at labs are not able to keep pace with the 

number of kits. In addition, changes in sexual assault policies have caused more 

kits to be submitted than ever before.   

As awareness of the backlog problem has increased, more resources and effort are 

being devoted to eliminating this huge backlog, but there is still so much work to do. 

RAINN (Rape, Abuse and Incest National Network ) and End The Backlog, (an 

initiative of the Joyful Heart Foundation), are two organizations that are working to 

address the backlog problem, so check them out online for more information and to 

learn about new developments in this effort.   
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Survivor Story 

Mira Sorvino 

The Oscar-winning actress, Mira Sorvino, was one of the first 

women to come forward in accusing Harvey Weinstein of sexual 

harassment in the fall of 2017. Unfortunately, her allegations 

against Weinstein have taken a toll on her, both personally and 

professionally; going public with her accusation caused her to 

re-live several traumatic events in her life, and she has also 

confirmed that the downturn in her career following her role in 

Mighty Aphrodite was related to her reporting Weinstein’s 

assault.  

Sorvino, who won an Oscar for her role in Woody Allen’s Mighty 

Aphrodite in 1995, thought she had fallen victim to the “Oscar 

Curse” in the years that followed; the “Oscar Curse” refers to a 

superstition that actors who win an Oscar are then beset by declining performances, 

and watch their careers deteriorate from then on. She later learned that after reporting 

Weinstein’s behavior to an employee at Miramax, she was considered a “nightmare”; 

several directors have publicly disclosed that they were discouraged by Miramax from 

casting Sorvino in major films due to her being considered “difficult”, even though 

there was little evidence for those accusations. Her findings confirm what other 

actresses have said about being afraid that reporting sexual assault would cost them 

advancement in their careers.     

The incidents that caused Sorvino to accuse Weinstein took place in 1995 when they 

were working together on Mighty Aphrodite; Weinstein made advances toward her, 

massaging her shoulders and chasing her around a hotel room, trying to get more 

physical with her. He also came to her apartment, uninvited, in order to work on 

publicity for a movie; Weinstein ended up leaving once Sorvino told him that her 

boyfriend was coming over. Sorvino says that she did not come forward sooner 

because she felt that her experiences were not as severe as those of other of 

Weinstein’s victims. As she began to realize the sheer number of women that he had 

assaulted or harassed, Sorvino felt that she needed to be forthcoming about her own 

experiences.  

Being an integral part of the #MeToo movement has caused Sorvino to revisit her past 

in a way that has been difficult for her, but she has used the opportunity to seek help to 

heal her own trauma. In an effort to reach more sexual assault survivors, Sorvino 

recently revealed that she also experienced date rape in her younger years. “If I don’t 

tell the truth now, what am I? I have to be the person my daughter would respect.”   

As part of her advocacy for sexual assault survivors, Sorvino has taken the initiative to 

address systemic inadequacies by partnering with a civil rights organization in lobbying 

for legislative changes; she is asking legislators to pass laws repealing the statute of 

limitations for 2nd and 3rd degree rape as well as more legislation aimed at protecting 

victims of sexual harassment and assault.  

We thank Sorvino for speaking out on behalf of survivors everywhere!  
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Celebration  of Hope 

Bowman/Andros Volunteers 

Upcoming Events 

Recap of Events 

A great big thank you to the “Give Back” team from Bowman for coming out on July 19, (the 

hottest day of the year!), to spruce up the exterior of our building!  Two teams of employees 

split the day and accomplished so much—cleaned both fences, mulched the play yard and 

flower beds, scrubbed and organized the side porch, provided plants for the flowerbeds and 

pots, and so much more! Thanks to the managers for allowing time off from their regular 

duties; we love being the beneficiary of Bowman’s commitment to community!  

 

Only 2 months away—the 2nd Annual Celebration of Hope!  

Please join us for a fun-filled evening with music, food, drink, 

and laughter.  

This year’s music will be provided by The Foundry Street 

Project, a high-energy local group who plays a wide variety of 

music. Rutz’s BBQ will be catering the event, and guests will 

receive a complimentary glass of wine, along with free beer 

and soda throughout the evening.  

Lots of fun, and not to mention that Cave Ridge is a beautiful 

spot to enjoy your evening!  

We are asking all Response supporters to spread the word 

about this fun and important fundraising event: please share 

any of our posts on social media, talk with friends and co-

workers about the event, take flyers to meetings and 

businesses, etc.  

Thanks for all your help to make this a successful fundraiser for us!  

National Night Out 

It’s time for our annual “National Night Out” on August 6th! For 35 years this community-

building event has been taking place nationwide as an effort to enhance the relationship 

between local law enforcement agencies and the neighborhoods they serve. The events 

vary from town to town but always include a variety of activities, safety checks, giveaways, 

and much more.  

Response will have a table at three local events, New Market, Mt. Jackson, and Strasburg, 

with each event beginning between 5 and 6 pm.  We’ll be distributing literature and doing a 

kids’ activity, so we will be calling for volunteers to help man the tables!  


