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  Special Dates 

Sept 8 - 3:30pm 
- Volunteer mtg. 
via Zoom 

Oct 3 - Car 
Wash at 
Sew&Vac 9am-
1pm 

Oct 24 - 
”Mask’uerade” 
at Ridge Runner  
8-11pm 

Current Needs    

 Swiffer Wet Jet 
pads and liquid 

 Laundry 
detergent 

 Toilet bowl 
cleaner 

 Body wash  

 All purpose 
liquid cleaner 
(like PineSol)   

In the work that we do here at Response, we often 

come across the expression “intersection of 

oppressions”. Over thirty years ago, Kimberlé  

Crenshaw, a professor and leading authority in the 

area of civil rights, coined the term “intersectionality” 

as a way to explain the oppression of African 

American women who deal with both gender and 

racial bias. Since then the term has become part of 

the mainstream discussion describing violence and 

bias against various marginalized populations.  

In Crenshaw’s words, “Intersectionality is just a 

metaphor for understanding the ways that multiple forms of inequality or 

disadvantage sometimes compound themselves; they create obstacles that often 

are not understood within conventional ways of thinking about anti-racism or 

feminism or whatever social justice advocacy structures we have.”  

For instance, a low-income, undocumented Latina woman may be perceived as 

submissive and vulnerable due to her gender, which is then compounded by her 

race; this may lead to an employer paying her very low wages.  Due to her 

citizenship status she feels unable to speak out due to fear of deportation.  Add a 

language barrier into the mix and the intersectionality of oppressions becomes 

quite obvious and devastating.   

In working with survivors of domestic violence, we must keep in mind that all of 

the factors that make up a person’s identity can affect that individual’s 

experience of abuse; race, gender, class, sexuality, religion, disability, etc. all 

impact the way that survivors are able to access resources and services. Here are 

some tips to keep in mind when integrating intersectionality in our work: 

 Recognize difference - It is important to recognize that people experience the 

world differently based on their identity markers; we need to not assume that 

our experience is common.   

 Analyze the space you occupy - Take note of whether your workplace or 

community spaces are welcoming to a diverse group of people.  

 Seek other points of view - When others share the oppression they face, be 

there to listen. Seek out information about others’ intersection of identities 

and be open to accepting their experiences.  

 Show up - Learn about the work that is being done around the adversity that 

others face and be there to rally, advocate, and educate others.  

As advocates we need to honor “all of who I am” with each of our clients to help 

them overcome barriers and find their hope and healing.   
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Survivor Story 

Chanel Miller 

For years known simply as “Emily Doe”, Chanel Miller is the young 

woman Brock Turner sexually assaulted in 2015 as a student-athlete at 

Stanford University. She gave up her anonymity last September when 

she released her memoir, Know My Name, a chronicle of how she 

endured the assault, court proceedings, and their aftermath.  

Turner sexually assaulted Miller at a frat party while she was 

unconscious after drinking alcohol. The assault was interrupted by two 

young men who discovered Turner in the act of attempting to rape 

Miller. When they realized Miller was unconscious, they chased Turner 

down and held him until police arrived. Miller regained consciousness 

in the hospital. After an examination, medical staff suspected she had 

been sexually assaulted. Miller agreed to a PERK (Physical Evidence 

Recovery Kit) exam. She did not know the results of the exam before reading about Turner’s arrest in 

an online newspaper, ten days after the assault. Miller put the pieces together, shocked to realize she 

was the victim the article described.  

Miller was even more traumatized by reading the article’s comment section. People wrote comments 

saying, “What was she doing at a frat party? Why was she alone? Why would you ever get that drunk?”  

Perfect examples of re-victimization that occurs as a result of rape culture. Now, Miller speaks out 

against rape culture saying, “Rape is not a punishment for getting drunk...as if you deserve rape if you 

drink to excess. You deserve a hangover…but you don’t deserve to have somebody insert their body 

parts inside you.”  

Being at the center of a high profile, controversial court case, with the resulting media scrutiny, Miller 

feels she was re-traumatized numerous times. Growing up Asian-American, she often felt dismissed, 

unheard, and that her experiences were easily overridden. Miller believes Asian women have to fight 

incredibly hard to be taken seriously. Being the main character in this national story is not a role Miller 

is comfortable with and it took a toll on her.  

In spite of enduring a grueling court case resulting in a light 6 month jail sentence for Turner, Miller 

became a strong voice for sexual assault survivors everywhere. Her victim impact statement went viral, 

inspiring other survivors to tell their own stories, adding to the voices of the #MeToo movement.  

We thank Miller for her bravery in taking on the injustice of rape culture and helping to transform the 

way we think about sexual assault.  

Rhonda Buckley-Bishop—Interim ED 
Rhonda has been hard at work since Aug. 3, getting to know staff and what 

we do here at Response. She would like you all to know that, “It is such an 

honor to serve as Interim Executive Director for Response. I see the 

commitment and dedication to this important mission from staff, board 

and volunteers, and am grateful for all you do to keep our clients safe.”   

Rhonda will be with us for a few more months as we search for someone to 

serve as a permanent ED. We appreciate her assistance in helping us 

clarify our direction and strengthen our mission as we continue serving 

survivors. Thank you for helping Response grow!  
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Our bulletin board  

 Thank you again to one of our shelter supervisors, Sally, for creating this informative bulletin 

board dealing with racism. Not an easy topic, but one that has come to the forefront, even in our 

community. Let’s take a moment to learn and ask ourselves some difficult questions. 

Around the Shelter 

DVAM 

Upcoming Events 

Covid has certainly changed many things in our world, and fundraising is just one of them. Our 

fundraising committee is busy finalizing plans for a number of smaller events to “Celebrate 

Hope” throughout the month of October. A car wash is planned for Oct. 3 at Sew & Vac—9am-

1pm.; we will be teaming up with St. Luke-Saumsville 4H who will provide lots of energy to polish 

and shine! Brenda Rosenberger is hosting an online auction on her FB page—that has actually 

already started, so check it out!  A Mask’uerade Costume Party will be held on Oct 24th at Ridge 

Runner Brewing Co. from 8-11pm, where you can decorate your mask to match your costume!  

$30/ticket, $50/couple—dance to the music of DJ Derek Good and enjoy food, drink, and 

prizes. Buy tickets on our website—www.responseva.org/upcoming events. Look for emails and 

social media posts to get more info and to find ways to get involved - thanks for your help during 

this busy month!  

 

Oct Fundraising 

It’s hard to believe that October is right around the corner, but there it is! 

And with October comes Domestic Violence Awareness Month (DVAM), a 

time when we bring awareness to DV issues, as well as honor survivors and 

victims of domestic violence. We are holding our DVAM walks again this 

year with the following schedule: Oct. 7 - Strasburg; Oct 12 - Woodstock; Oct 

19 - Mt. Jackson; Oct 26 - New Market. All walks start at 7pm at the 

respective town halls and the historic courthouse in Woodstock. We are 

inviting folks from town councils, law enforcement, etc., and would love to 

have a larger presence from the general community. Could you help us out?  

Round up your friends, neighbors, and family and attend at least one walk. 

Hang some fliers in your church or a local business. Share our posts on 

Facebook. Ask a group such as 4H or scouts to attend a walk as a special project. Domestic 

violence is a community-wide issue, so let’s encourage our community members to come out and 

show their support!  


